| am confounded by these inexplicable noises
from my mouth each recognizes as familiar. | think
God hears them as my prayers.




Rick Levinson is a distinguished pulmonolo-
gist and critical care specialist, as well as a sculptor.
He previously served on the faculty of the University
of Pennsylvania and now heads Arizona’s largest
trauma program. Much of Levinson’s sculpture is
concerned with the face, its mass, light and shadow,
as counterpoises for mortality, pain, joy and spiritu-
al transcendence. His work encompasses formal
sculpture, works on paper, video installation, and
large scale installation works. He first exhibited in
Germany, followed by his first exhibit in the United
States, The Invention of Memory, in 1995 at the
Frank Martin Gallery in the Baker Center for the
Arts, Allentown, PA. This was followed by several
group shows and a solo exhibition in the Ericson
Gallery, Philadelphia, 2000. His current installation,
Unvisible, is at the LUXE Gallery, New York City,
and runs from March 26 through April 30, 2004. He
is the author of Art and the Physician, a textbook
chapter, published by McGraw-Hill, 1999.

Marc J. Straus is a highly regarded poet and
oncologist. His most recent collection, Symmetry,
published in 2000 (second printing) by Tri-Quarterly
Books-Northwestern University Press, includes
poems that uniquely elucidate doctor/patient rela-
tionships and ethical dilemmas. Symmetry is wide-
ly used in medical schools as part of the ethics cur-
ricula. Straus was the second poet to receive the
Yaddo Fellowship, the first being William Carlos
Wiliams. He also was the 1998 recipient of the
Robert Penn Warren award from Yale University
Medical School. The Bridge recently received
acclaimed stage performances at State University
of New York in Purchase and at Franklin and
Marshall College, Lancaster, PA. Straus has read
his poetry at major universities in the United States
and abroad. He has also authored some 100
papers dealing with cancer research.
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